
Peter: ​[00:00:00] ​Welcome to episode two and my guests today are Michelle Sopp from 
the Oklahoma society of CPAs. Jennifer Oleksa from the Georgia Society of CPAs, and 
Chris Fleck and Bret Johnson from the Association of International Certified 
Professional Accountants. Our discussion centers around the major takeaways from the 
2018 national CPE Educators conference that was held earlier this year. Please share 
this episode with people that you know who are learning and development business 
because it contains a lot of information that applies across industries and professions. 
So there's a lot to get to, so let's get to the interview. I'm so excited today to be joined 
with Michelle Sopp and Jennifer Oleksa, and Michelle is the vice president of learning 
for the Oklahoma Society of CPAs. And Jennifer is a director of education and training 
for the Georgia society of CPAs. And Michelle was the chair for the 2018 National CPE 
Educators Conference, which was held in New Orleans on February 28 through March 
2nd. And I wanted to get them on the podcast to kind of get an idea, one, from Michelle 
to find out-- She's the chair -- of her thoughts and stuff on putting this together. What 
they wanted to accomplish. Did they meet their goals. And from Jennifer, who's been in 
the profession for about ten years and been to a number of these conferences, get her 
take on what she heard ,and what her big takeaways from this conference were. So 
we'll start with Michelle. Congratulations, in my mind, on the successful conference. It 
seemed like it went over very well. 
 
Michelle: ​[00:01:41] ​Thanks Peter I appreciate that. Yes. We heard some great 
feedback and, from everything we've heard, people really enjoyed the conference. I'm 
also kind of glad it's over. 
 
Peter: ​[00:01:52] ​So what was-- as you were planning this conference, what was your 
main theme that you were trying to do? What were you trying to hone in on? 
 
Michelle: ​[00:02:01] ​The history of this conference is a conglomeration of the regional 
CPE meetings that were held each year. And we wanted a way to get everyone 
together, not just within the region, so we can learn from each other and expand our 
network. So four years ago I believe is when the first CPE Educator Conference was 
created. We put together a list of the objectives and I was not part of that. But I have 
been on the committee for three years so I've been on it for most of the years that's 
































































